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a small party cut its way to the summit and obtained a number 
of rock specimens from various areas. 

The island was formally annexed in June, 1888, and placed 
under the Government of the Straits Settlements. In November 
of the same year a settlement was established at Flying Fish Cove 
by G. Clunies Ross of the Cocos-Keeling Islands. Houses were 
built, wells dug and small clearings made for the cultivation of 
coifee, coconut palms, bananas and several other plants of econo¬ 
mic value, which were introduced at this time. A few years later 
the working control of the island passed to the Christmas Island 
Phosphate Company, who have been operating it ever since. 

In July 1897 C. W. Andrews of the British Museum reached 
Christmas Island. He remained there for ten months, and during 
this period made most thorough collections of the flora and fauna. 
The reports on his material, by himself and others, were published' 
in A Monograph, of Christmas Island (British Museum, 1900). 
This work, which includes a history of the island, an account of 
its general structure and references to the papers on the earlier 
collections, is the foundation of our knowledge of it. 

Several subsequent collections were made, but in all cases 
they were limited in range, and a number of important groups 
have not been covered since 1898. The later investigators include 
Dr. R. Hanitsch, who made a short visit in 1904, and Mr. M. VV. F. 
Tweedie, who stayed for two months in 1932: both were working 
for the Raffles Museum. Andrews also returned for several 
months in 1908, to assist in the survey of the island, and a small 
collection of vertebrates was made in 1923 by two Dayaks from 
the Rafllds Museum. The papers published on the material 
obtained from these later investigations are summarised in the 
Bulletin of the Raffles Museum (No. 8, 1933, pp. 51-151) in an 
introduction by F. N. Chasen to the reports on Mr. Tweedie’s 
collections. 

At the time of Andrews's first visit the island had been 
inhabited for less than nine years, and few changes had occurred 
in its fauna. Since then it has been in contact by boat with 
Singapore. Sumatra and Western Australia, in addition to Java 
and the Cocos-Keeling Islands. Andrews himself noted several 
new arrivals when he returned in 1908 (Proc. Zool. Soc., 1909, 
pp. 101-103) and there have no doubt been many more since that 
date. In a number of cases the collections recorded here were 
made with the object of establishing the data for assessing the 
extent of these changes. 
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